Neo-dandy by Brough, Dean
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/25933 
 
 
 
QUT Digital Repository:  
http://eprints.qut.edu.au/ 
Brough, Dean (2006) Neo-Dandy. [Creative Work] 
 
          © Copyright : contact Author 
  
 
Brough, Dean (2006) Neo-Dandy. [Creative Work] 
 
 
 
 
 
Research Statement 
 
 
The field was the discourses of fashion history and fashion practice and the context was new 
design approaches to the ubiquitous white dress shirt. The key research question, answered 
through practice, was how to best create a new fashion category of dress shirt (called Neo-
Dandy) that would be highly unique and innovative in design, yet visually acceptable to 
contemporary men whilst also being practical and wearable. The research was primarily 
practice led and grounded in a detailed analysis of the historical precedents. 
 
Through a comparative analysis of historical and contemporary attitudes to fashion the 
research identified that urban males are now much more likely to experiment with less rigid 
codes of dress shirt wear. The central innovation was to develop a new body of Neo-Dandy 
concept shirts that filled this niche, in ways that rivalled womenswear as the principal driver 
of fashion innovation.  This body of practice was accompanied by a list of key design 
principles for use by other fashion designers. 
 
The research project achieved substantial public acclaim with the ‘Neo Dandy Collection’ 
winning a prestigious Design Institute of Australia Award (Lifestyle category) and being one 
of four finalists in the prestigious overall field for design excellence. Generating substantial 
press coverage it was subsequently curated into three major Brisbane exhibitions — the ARC 
Biennial, at Artisan Gallery and the industry leader, the Mercedes Benz Fashion Festival. The 
collection was also exhibited at the Queensland Art Gallery. 
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